Kansas Association for Healthcare Documentatioadrity

What do you think of when you think of Nashville? The
Grand Ole Opry? Country and western music in
general? It is all that and more, but for a few days in
August Nashville was richer for having hundreds of
medical transcriptionists descend upon it. In the luxury
of the Gaylord Opryland Hotel, we came for our annual
AHDI convention. Lots of us were able to see the
Grand Ole Opry and some of us were able to tour more
local sites, but all of us were privileged to be involved in
the running of the organization and to learn more about
our profession as well as medicine.

There were a variety of options for people to earn
clinical medicine CECs, but | focused my attention on
the issues surrounding medical transcription and on
some professional development.

With the nation's health care system in focus and with
the electronic medical record being just a matter of
time, one of the most important issues we discussed
was place of the medical documentation industry in the
electronic medical record. We learned the critical
nature of the problems being dealt with in Washington,
DC, right now.

Below, Heidi Koger dressed for the Red Carpet event at ACE
Saturday night.
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As we move toward electronic records that are
accessible to doctors throughout the country, decisions
will be made about what those medical records will
contain. Will they contain only data, or will they contain
narrative reports (i.e. what we type every day as
medical transcriptionists)?

As an organization AHDI maintains that it is of critical
importance that the electronic medical record does
contain narrative. Because the timeliness of the
problem, AHDI took the big step of hiring a lobbying
firm that can help get our message to members of the
government. It is a major expense, and yet a necessary
one since the quality of medical records, not to mention
our livelihoods, is at stake.

Continued, page 2

Impressions of the ACE Conference
By a First-Time Attendee

By Heidi Koger, CMT, Osage City, KS

The 2009 AHDI ACE conference in Nashville had so
many facets and levels. Here are just some of the
things | took away from it:

1. Ilearned things applicable to my day-to-day
production, tips on editing speech recognition
documents more efficiently (most important tip:
don’t over-edit), and how to use Windows more
proficiently.

2. | become aware of the bhigger picture of our
industry and where “what we do” may be
headed in the future. My favorite industry track
presentation that | attended was the one given
by Dr. Nick van Terheyden of the HealthStory
project. | now understand so much more
clearly what that actually is and how important
it is that we as MTs are proactive in making
sure we secure a place for ourselves and the
dictated narrative in the world of electronic
health records. Continued, page 2




President's message, continued

In order to help fund this expense, AHDI launched its
"Power of 10" campaign at National. The idea is that
10,000 transcriptionists will each contribute $10 to
the fund that pays for the lobbying firm. These need
not be members of AHDI; we want every
transcriptionist to join in this cause, because we will
all be affected by the final decisions.

Please consider contributing to this campaign and
asking others to do so. You may mail your $10 to
AHDI, 4230 Kiernan Ave., Ste. 130, Modesto, CA
95356. (Please be advised that Power of 10
contributions are not tax-deductible since the money

goes for political lobbying.) . .
Nancy Huffman, KAHDI President Above - Mary Jane Leiker and her friend, Donelle,

enjoyed attending ACE.

First Time Attendee, continued
And by the way, if you've ever read his blog on the AHDI/MTIA Vitals newsletter, you have no way of
knowing from the written text that he has a wonderful Australian accent! LOL

3. | got the chance to network with others who do the same job | do. When you work at home alone for
10 years in a small town where no one else does what you do, how amazing it is to go to a conference
where all 600 attendees have and understand the same job as you.

4. | earned half of the CECs needed for my first 3-year recertification cycle for my CMT while learning some
fascinating information from the educational sessions.

5. | work at home for an MTSO company. For the first time, | was able to meet many of my fellow Wedmedx
employees from all levels of the company at the face-to-face AHDI-Webmedx chapter meeting, the
Webmedx booth in the exhibit hall, and the Webmedx company picnic. Just getting to the picnic proved to
be a whole “trip” in itself. A shuttle was arranged to transport us picnic-goers from the hotel to the park a
few blocks away. Let’s just say that you have not truly lived until you have ridden in an open-sided party
trolley on an 8-lane Nashville interstate at 5 p.m. on a Friday afternoon hurtling along at highway speed!!

6. | came home with a lot of stuffll The exhibit hall is amazing, with vendors of every size, shape and style
representing all facets of the MT industry giving away information and stuff. Pins and magnets and emery
boards and tins of mints and Chap-Stick and T-shirts, even flip-flops. And then there are the door prize
drawings. Here’s a hint from Heidi if you choose to attend a conference of your own: Take pre-printed
address labels to slap on the door prize drawing forms. Saves a lot of time having to handwrite them all.
And some of the door prizes are tres cool. $100 gift cards, Coach handbags, even laptop computers.
Wowsers. So, did | win anything in the door prize drawings? | didn’t think | had. Sadly my name did not
get called. But a week after | was home from the conference, | received an e-mail from one of the MT
schools that had been an exhibitor saying | had won my choice of either a webinar package or study group
from their school. The package | ended up choosing consisted of 12 different webinar sessions worth a
total of $250. Awesome.

7. lgottodress up. |like to dress up. This year they really promoted the first Integrity Awards as a formal
red-carpet event. How long has it been since | had the opportunity to put on a formal evening gown? A
couple of decade... Why should teenagers and president’s wives be the only ones who have that kind of
fun, | say? Heck, if not for all the other perks of the conference, I'd be going again next year solely for the
opportunity to put on a formal gown again. But here’s another tip from the first-time attendee. If you plan
to take your spouse or a guest, do not spend the money to buy a guest ticket for them like | did. There are
usually many people who end up not using their ticket that was included in their conference registration
who will be willing to give you one for free.

| would encourage all MTs, if you are at all able to find the vacation time and the room in your budget, to take
advantage of this wonderful opportunity to learn more about your industry and treat yourself to an amazing
experience. | hope to see many of my fellow Kansas MTs at the Austin, Texas Hilton at next year's ACE
conference, August 4-7, 2010. I'd love to be your friend on Facebook, too. You can find me as Heidi Strohm
Koger.
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September KAHDI Meeting

Date: Saturday, September 26, 2009

Location: Newton Medical Center
600 Medical Center Drive, Newton, Kansas
Prairie Room

Hostesses:  Jane Bogle and Janet Guhr

Coffee and Networking!

"King Corn" video: A "fun and crusading journey into the digestive tra ct of our
fast food nation." It is about unlocking the hidde n truths about America's modern
food system. King Corn shows how and why--whenever you eat a hamburger or
drink a soda you are really consuming corn. - 2 CEC s in Alternative Medicine

Business Meeting

Agenda items: Review of AHDI National Convention
Review of KAHDI Summer Symposium, ideas for next year.
Set meeting dates for 2010
Local membership in KAHDI? Raffle in November?
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The business meeting was called to order at
1 p.m. July 18, 2009. Linda Wilcox gave the
treasury report.
Beginning Balance
Deposits

$748.56

$55 from the last meeting
CEs

$75 from Flossie
Alexander for advertising
$600 from early
symposium registrations
$20 for AHDI

$1458.56

Withdrawals
Ending Balance

There were no changes to the minutes from the
previous meeting and minutes were okayed by
the group.

Debbie Hahn reported on her meetings in
Washington, DC and her meeting with our
senators and representatives and those from
other states.

The next meeting will be on September 26 in
Newton. Jane Bogle will be the hostess.

The last meeting for the year will be held on
November 21 at Emporia Presbyterian Manor.
Details for both meetings will be forthcoming.

Everyone introduced themselves, how they got
into transcription or editing, and where they
worked. There were also some students. Pam
Heide and Pat Julian sold Avon at the
symposium.

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 when our
next speaker was scheduled to speak.

Submitted by
Elaine Warren, RHIT

Secretary
I"#
$% &
( & *% +
(- (
*% +4# ( | %
0

el &223 4&2)2
Nancy Huffman, President & Delegate
H — 316-776-2581; Cell - 316-371-4072
E-mail: nanhuff@yahoo.com

Debbie Hahn, Vice President & Alternate Delegate
Cell - 316-200-8662
E-mail: debbie.hahn@cox.net

Elaine Warren, RHIT, Secretary
H -- 620-727-5681
E-mail: ctlivr@cox.net

Linda Wilcox, CMT, Treasurer
H -- 316-777-1501
E-mail: mynameislindawilcox@gmail.com

Committee Chairpersons:

Kathy Jenkins, CMT, Continuing Ed
Membership

Janet Guhr, CMT, Parliamentarian

Nancy Huffman, Newsletter

Debbie Hahn, Legislative Liaison

AHDI Board Contact: Kristin Hagen,
alineabove @cableone.net
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Flossie Alexander
1-800-621-9770

www.youcannowcoaching.com

Empowering You Today for a Brighter Tomorrow




We're on Facebook! It's an awesome networking
tool, and we are happy to be taking part in it. After
coming back from National, where ideas for reaching
out to more MTs were discussed, | went ahead and
set up a Facebook group for KAHDI. If you're on
Facebook, look us up. It is listed under Kansas AHDI.
You need not be a member of AHDI or KAHDI in
order to belong to the group. Let's put on our thinking
caps and come up with some interesting topics for
discussion there.

More photos of ACE - Check out the web site,
where we will be posting more pictures taken at
National. Do you have pictures or news you would
like to share with KAHDI members? E-mail
newsletter@kahdi.com.

"Power of 10" Technology Webinars -  As you
know, AHDI has launched a yearlong campaign to raise
a minimum of $100,000 ($10 from 10,000 MTSs) by the
end of 2010. This is an effort to support our
association’s advocacy efforts in Washington, DC. AHDI
has hired a lobbying firm, who is working to ensure our
sector is well represented in the healthcare reform
criteria, standards for EHR systems, and workforce
development in allied health. There is definitely power in
numbers.

On behalf of ALL AHDI components, AHDI-West will
host a technology webinar once a month, beginning in
September 2009 and extending through December
2010 (total of 16 sessions). Each webinar will be
focused on various aspects of technology in our
industry, featuring a variety of vendors who will provide
an education overview.

The fee for each of the 16 webinars will be $10 (for all
registrants). All sessions will be recorded (with the
permission of the presenters) and available for
download if members are not able to attend the live
presentation. Each download will also cost $10. All
proceeds will be sent to AHDI earmarked for the AHDI
Power of 10 campaign.

The first Power of 10 Technology webinar will be
Wednesday, September 23, 2009, 2:00-3:30 PM PST.
Topic: The Health Story Project

Presenter: Laura Bryan, CMT, AHDI-F, AHDI 2009
Advocate of the Year & AHDI representative on the
HSP since January 2007

CEC Given: 1.5 Technology and the Workplace
Register at www.AHDI-West.org

Fundraising ideas shared with your president at
ACE include some of the following:
- Host webinars and invite anyone in AHDI to

attend. See previous news note on Power of
10 webinars for an example of a component
doing this. Suggested topics for webinars
include grammar/style and credentialing.
Webinar attendees would pay KAHDI and we
would pay the expenses of the webinar.
There are a couple of AHDI board members
who volunteered to help with this.
Credentialing study group/workshop for those
pursuing their CMT or RMT. Attendees would
pay a fee to KAHDI.

What ideas do we like and are willing to put time in
on? With more funds, we can send a representative
to Advocacy Day or another person to National next
year.

Knowledge Changes Everything  (from
www.interfix.biz) - In partnership with the experts at
AHDI, InterFix has created the first application that
sets universal health data quality standards and
deploys them to the workstation level, integrating
them into the document creation process. That
means improved health data quality and improved
patient care. Benchmark KB is a patent-pending HIM
knowledge base--a comprehensive information portal
that brings new data standards to the medical
documentation process and incorporates real-time
access to best-of-breed tools, databases, and
electronic membership to AHDI.

Benchmark KB delivers a universal quality standard
for health information in a single, trusted source and
includes:
Access to the complete medical reference
library from Stedman’s in a single user
interface
A continuously updated national physician
database (850,000+)
Quality alerts library highlight common
transcription style errors, including Joint
Commission dangerous abbreviations
AHDI Book of Style in searchable format
Annual associate membership to AHDI
Integration with all popular transcription and
EHR platforms

Sign up for Benchmark KB at www.ahdionline.org.




KANSAS ASSOCIATION FOR HEALTHCARE
DOCUMENTATION INTEGRITY

309 N BENTWOOD DR
ROSE HILL KS 67133

ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED
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